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North Dakota
T his text is fro m "America's Sto ry fro m America's Library" by the Library o f Co ng ress.

 

State Flag of North Dakota

Both rural and agricultural, with grain farms and cattle ranches, North Dakota gets its name from

the Dakota division of the Sioux Indians who lived on the plains before the Europeans arrived.

"Dakota" means "friend." French-Canadian soldier and fur trader Pierre Gaultier de Varennes was

the first known white explorer to visit the home of the Dakota in 1738. North Dakota was one of the

last areas of the frontier to be settled by non-Native Americans, and even today, it's not a highly

populated state. North Dakota, whose capital  is Bismarck, joined the Union in 1889 as the 39th state.

Appropriately, the state flower is the wild prairie rose. 
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Minnesota
T his text is fro m "America's Sto ry fro m America's Library" by the Library o f Co ng ress.

Photo of a lake in Minnesota

The "Land of 10,000 Lakes," Minnesota got its nickname because there are more than 12,000 lakes

throughout the state. Its name comes from the Dakota (Sioux) word for the Minnesota River's "sky-

tinted waters." The Minnesota Territory was formed in 1849 from what had been part of the

Northwest Territory, and Minnesota joined the Union in 1858. The state flower is the pink and white

lady's slipper, and the capital  is St. Paul. 
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South Dakota
T his text is fro m "America's Sto ry fro m America's Library" by the Library o f Co ng ress.
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Photo of Mount Rushmore

A Great Plains state, South Dakota was named for the Dakota division of the Sioux Indians, and is

known as the Coyote State. Admitted simultaneously with North Dakota after the Dakota Territory

was divided along the 46th parallel, South Dakota is mainly a rural state. Today, just less than 10

percent of its population is American Indian. South Dakota is known for two monumental

sculptures carved into the Black Hills--Mount Rushmore, which honors presidents Washington,

Jefferson, Lincoln, and Theodore Roosevelt, and the Crazy Horse Monument, still  under

construction, which honors the Oglala Sioux war chief. The state flower is the pasqueflower, also

called the May Day flower; its blooming is one of the first signs of spring in South Dakota. 

SHOW_AUTO_COPYRIGHTThis article from the Library of Congress has no known copyright restrictions.NO_PARTNER_LOGOSouth Dakota

Page 4 of 7 © 2018 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.
This article from the Library of Congress has no known copyright restrictions.



Ohio
T he text and imag e are fro m "America's Sto ry fro m America's Library" by the Library o f Co ng ress.

City Square, Cleveland." Detroit Publishing Co. ca. 1900. Touring
Turn-of-the-Century America: Photographs from the Detroit
Publishing Company, 1880-1920, Library of Congress.

The land we call  Ohio today was part the Northwest Territory that the United States won by

defeating the British in the Revolutionary War. Ohio was admitted into the Union as the 17th state in

1803. The state gets its name from the river that forms its southern border. Ohio is an Iroquois word

meaning "great water." The capital  of the "Buckeye State" is Columbus, and, not surprisingly, the

state tree is the buckeye. Highly populated, Ohio is situated between the Eastern Seaboard and the

Midwest, and is known for the fact that eight presidents were either born or lived there. The flower

is the scarlet carnation. 
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Nebraska
T his text is fro m "America's Sto ry fro m America's Library" by the Library o f Co ng ress.

 

Photo of goldenrod flowers

Nebraska gets its name from an Indian word meaning "flat water" after the Platte River that flows

through the state. The Nebraska Territory was formed in 1854 at the same time as the Kansas

Territory. Nebraska was admitted into the Union in 1867 as the 37th state. Its nickname,

"Cornhusker State," refers to the way that corn (a leading product of the state) was commonly

harvested, "husking" it by hand, before the invention of husking machinery. Another nickname, the

"Beef State," refers to one of Nebraska's main industries, cattle. Omaha has been a major

meatpacking center since the 1880s. Although Omaha was the territorial  capital, Lincoln, named in

honor of the 16th president, is the state capital. The flower is the goldenrod. 

SHOW_AUTO_COPYRIGHTThis article from the Library of Congress has no known copyright restrictions.NO_PARTNER_LOGONebraska

Page 6 of 7 © 2018 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.
This article from the Library of Congress has no known copyright restrictions.



Wisconsin
T his text is fro m "America's Sto ry fro m America's Library" by the Library o f Co ng ress.

Photo of Madison, Wisconsin

In 1634, Frenchman Jean Nicolet became Wisconsin's first European explorer. The French

controlled the area until  1763, when it was ceded to the British. The state's name is an English

version of a French adaptation of an Indian name said to mean "the place where we live." The

Wisconsin Territory was formed in 1836 and was admitted into the Union as the 30th state in 1848.

With the nickname "America's Dairyland," it's no surprise that Wisconsin is one of the top

producers of milk, cheese, and butter in the country. In fact, the loyal fans of the Green Bay Packers

football  team call  themselves "cheeseheads." Milwaukee, the state's largest city, helps make

Wisconsin one of the largest manufacturing states in the nation. The state capital, Madison, is home

to the University of Wisconsin. The flower of the "Badger State" is the wood violet and the state bird

is the robin.
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